To:
Synod Council of Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, ELCA
From:
Anne Carter


Council President, Grace Lutheran Church

Date:
4 April 2013

RE:
Synod Council Decision of January 16, 2012
On March 14, 2013 Judge Molly GaleWyrick, Circuit Court Judge from Barron County, rendered a decision in the lawsuit filed against Grace Lutheran Church by members of Amazing Grace ELCA, Inc. In this declaratory judgment, she has declared that the aforementioned Synod Council decision is final and enforceable. The Synod Council decision is as follows: 

1. That Grace Lutheran Church immediately terminate affiliations with LCMC or any church other than the ELCA. 

2. That Grace Lutheran Church immediately restore to full voting membership all those voting members moved to associate member status since January 1, 2011. Eligibility for voting membership is governed by *C8.02c. 

3. That Grace Lutheran Church immediately recognize that anyone who meets the criteria of *C8.02(c) and who does not want to associate with LCMC is a voting member of Grace Lutheran Church. Individual members who wish to remain affiliated with LCMC may hold associate membership status at Grace Lutheran Church as per C8.02(d), if they so desire. 

4. That Grace Lutheran Church's sole affiliation is with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Affiliation with the ELCA may be terminated only as permitted in the governing documents of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

In order to comply with the decision of the court, the following actions have been taken:

1) Notice was sent to Mark VanderTuig, Service Coordinator for LCMC. Grace Lutheran Church was removed from the LCMC roster of churches effective March 14, 2013. (See Attachment A)
2) All those members who had been removed to associate status since January 1, 2011 were restored to full voting membership in May 2012. A letter of reinstatement was sent that same month. (See Attachment B)
3) Announcement of the judge’s decision was made to the Grace congregation and members have been directed to inform the church office of their desire to remain affiliated with LCMC. They will be moved to associate status as they make notification. (See Attachment C)
4) When and if Grace Lutheran Church votes to rescind affiliation with ELCA, the congregation will follow constitutional guidelines. Grace now holds out as an ELCA congregation.
Judge GaleWyrick has ordered both plaintiffs and defendants to seek further clarification of implementation of the decision from the Synod Council. We recognize that the authority of the Synod Council resides with the NW Synod of Wisconsin’s constitution. We also recognize that the constitution gives the Council no authority over the assets, governance, property, pastoral call or membership of an individual congregation. We believe that we are in compliance with the Council’s decision.

Thank you.

Attachments
Cc:  Grace Lutheran Church Council

        Jay Heit, Herrick & Hart Law Office

        Rolf Nestingen, Senior Pastor, Grace Lutheran Church

        David Irgens, Pastor, Grace Lutheran Church

